
	  
	  

GLOBAL	  REVIEW	  OF	  SEABIRD	  RESTORATION	  PROJECTS	  

A	  landmark	  scientific	  paper	  reviewing	  seabird	  restorations	  projects	  worldwide	  is	  scheduled	  to	  
appear	  in	  the	  January	  2012	  issue	  of	  the	  prestigious	  Journal	  of	  Wildlife	  Management.	  The	  paper,	  
titled	  ‘Global	  review	  of	  active	  seabird	  restoration	  projects’	  is	  the	  first	  comprehensive	  review	  of	  
the	  use	  of	  translocation	  and	  social	  attraction	  projects	  worldwide.	  Now	  standard	  practice	  in	  the	  
toolbox	  of	  seabird	  managers,	  the	  methods	  were	  pioneered	  by	  Stephen	  Kress,	  first	  at	  Eastern	  Egg	  
Rock	  and	  later	  at	  six	  other	  Audubon	  managed	  sanctuaries	  in	  Maine.	  The	  paper	  is	  authored	  by	  
Holly	  Jones	  of	  the	  University	  of	  California	  Santa	  Cruz	  and	  Stephen	  Kress.	  
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Summary: 
Seabird translocation refers to relocating seabird chicks from donor islands and rearing them to an age of 
independence at new sites.  This method, first successfully used at Eastern Egg Rock for Atlantic Puffins, has 
now proved a central part of restoration plans for a wide range of seabirds, especially those where the chicks 
tend to return to their natal site.  This behavior- known as natal philopatry- is central to several recent 
restoration projects with highly endangered species such as Short-tailed Albatross (Japan) and Cahow 
(Bermuda).  Social Attraction is the attraction of birds to new sites using decoys, sound recordings, mirrors and 
artificial nests.  This method is most effective with seabirds that show relatively little philopatry, such as terns 
and gulls.  The review paper identified 128 projects using these methods to benefit 47 species in 14 
countries.  This includes about 15% of all seabird species. The methods have also been used to reduce risks 
from hunting and egg collecting, oil spills, ocean level rise and fisheries conflicts. Active restoration also can 
help to restore ecological processes, as large seabird colonies function to cycle marine nutrients to terrestrial 
ecosystems and create habitats for other animals.  	  


